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Insight:  Learning embed-

ded in authentic experi-

ences focuses on children’s 

natural environments 

and provides opportuni-

ties for them to construct 

their own understand-

ings. 

Insight:  Quality instruc-

tion depends on a variety 

of differentiated learn-

ing experiences that em-

brace the many lan-

guages and learning 

styles of children. 

Insight:  Strong character 

development is nurtured 

in an environment that is 

safe, respectful and peace-

ful. 

PRIMARY VILLAGE 
SOUTH 

Where Wonder Begins . . .  

Look inside to learn more about Primary Village 
South and the “Nine Insights” that form our core 
beliefs about young learners. 
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The staff at Primary Village South (PVS) believes chil-
dren are full of potential and are capable of develop-
ing their own theories about the world around them 
when given opportunities and time.  The following 
represents a PVS core belief: “The quality of education 
changes when time is valued.  Children are not rushed 
from one activity to the next, but have time to be en-
veloped by an experience.  When teachers are inten-
tional about listening to the children’s conversations 
and ideas, and 
f a c i l i t a t i n g 
meaningful en-
counters, won-
derful investiga-
t i o n s  b e g i n .  
They become in-
vested in learn-
ing and take 
ownersh ip  of 
their  projects 
because  the ir 
ideas are re-
spected and val-
ued, and…they 
know there will 
always be enough 
time”. 
The Ohio Exhibit 
Where Ideas Learn to Fly 
Ohio Voices for Learning 
2004 

Insight:  Learning builds children’s interests 

and needs in an atmosphere that encourages 

risk-taking, promotes reflection, and honors 

time for individual development. 

Our Belief 

Framed poster in our school lobby. 
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Literacy: Primary 
Village South pro-
motes and supports 
balanced literacy in-
struction that provides 
opportunities for au-
thentic reading, listen-
ing, speaking and writ-
ing.  Literacy instruc-
tion is embedded 

throughout our young learners’ day focused on student de-
velopmental levels and individual instructional needs. Read-
ing specialists and intervention teachers are also available to 
support individual students’ learning. 

Insight:  Rich learning occurs when children 

inquire and engage in mindful learning ex-

periences leading to thoughtful processing 

and active problem-solving. 
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OUR LEARNING 

Authentic Learning 
Experiences:  Each 
day offers a learning 
opportunity full of 
wonder and inquiry.  
Primary Village South 
supports child-centered 
learning where the 
classroom learning envi-
ronment is constructed 
jointly between the 
classroom teacher and the students. Documentation of stu-
dent processing and thinking fill our walls and classrooms. 

Math:  Children learn 
best when math is 
taught through hands-
on experiences that 
develop critical think-
ing, mathematical rea-
soning and creative 
problem solving.  The 
Every Day Math pro-
gram is a spiraling cur-
riculum that uses ma-
nipulatives and math 
games to engage stu-
dents. Through the use 

of special projects, students have the opportunity to use math 
in an authentic and differentiated way.   

Insight:  Children who are mindfully en-

gaged and have a voice in their learning 

become empowered, self-motivated and on 

the path to life-long learning. 
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Our Community  

Primary Village  South 
e d u c a t e s  n e a r l y  7 0 0 
kindergarten and first grade 
students.  To create a sense of 
community the school is 
d i v i d e d  i n t o  s m a l l e r 
neighborhoods .   Each 
neighborhood consists of both 
kindergarten and first grade 
classrooms. Students generally 
stay with their neighborhood 
group for their two-year 
experience; promoting a sense 
of family among the students 
and their teachers. 

PVS was 
founded on 
“ N i n e 
I n s i g h t s ” 
centered on 
our belief in 
the inherent 
abilities of  
y o u n g 
l e a r n e r s .  
This belief 
is shared by our many community and family volunteers, who 
play a key role in the success of our school.  

Insight:  The collaborative school community 

values and promotes meaningful interaction 

and communication among students, teachers, 

parents, and community members. 



Page 4 

 

Integrated Arts:  The arts are integrated 
throughout our young learners day.  All 
students are involved in art, music, library 
and physical education through a rotating 
schedule.  Additional enrichments are 
determined from year-to-year. 

The Café:  Early literacy experiences 
are strengthened by spending time with 
children in conversation.  Lunch at Pri-
mary Village South is a time for first 
graders to engage in meaningful conver-
sations.  Parent volunteers and staff 
members assist in the café to help stu-
dents practice good manners and encour-
age purposeful conversations. 

Insight:  Integration is an essential component 

in constructing learning opportunities that fos-

ter connection-making. 

B
lue N

eighborhood 

Our Special Places 
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The Outdoor Classroom:  The grounds 
outside PVS provide a natural environment 
that support students’ curiosity and create a 
sense of wonder.  Outdoor places include our 
own woods and areas created by the children 
such as the Butterfly Garden, Meadow, Maze 
and ABC Kinder-Garden. 

Young Five’s Program:  To better meet the varying needs 
of kindergarten students, we offer a Young Five’s Program.  
The program is designed for those children who are five by 
September 30th, but who will benefit socially, emotionally, 
and physically by having an additional year of growth in our  
K-1  program.   

Insight:  It is critical to embrace all aspects of a 

child’s development (social, emotional, cognitive, 

and physical) and nurture growth over time 

through high expectations anchored in open-

ended experiences. 

Green Neighborhood 

Purple Neighborhood 
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